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TODAY’S TOP ONLINE STORIES ONLINE READER REACTION

»Comments at insidenova.comoon a
rally foor a soldier chargedwith leak-
ing classifiedmilitary information:
“So anti-war and anti-American
protesters are trying to get a traitor
to America released? Go figure, if he
leaked government information to
anyone, he's a traitor to this
country.”

— posted by newsie 71

“Classifiedmeans secret or confi-
dential and available only to author-
ized persons. All in themilitary agree
freely to abide by their regulations
under penalty ofmilitary law.
I would not want to be in this young
man's shoes.”

— posted by vmj
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1.Two dead in an apparent
murder-suiciide: Witnesses
watched in horror Saturdaymorn-
ing as aman shot a woman on a
residential street in Montclair, then
turned the gun on himself.
2. Latino feesttival drawss record
crrowds: Blessed by a beautiful,
sunny day, a record crowd came
out for the 9th annual Latino
Festival on Sunday.
3. Woman turns 100:
Not many people have 100
candles on their birthday cake.
4. Yogurt chhain cooming to
PotomacMills: Yogen Früz is com-
ing to PotomacMills mall. The
internationally recognized frozen
yogurt chain withmore than 1,200
stores in 25 countries is scheduled
tomove in by November.
5. Prottesterrs rallly behind
imprisoned soldieer: Chants of
“Free Bradley Manning” filled the
air Sunday afternoon at the Quan-
tico Municipal Park during a rally in
support of the Army private first
class charged with the unautho-
rized use and disclosure of classi-
fied information.

Check out the latest news and
photos every day on the Lake
Ridge/Occoquan community
page at insidenova.com, and
write your own community news
at Keyword: SUBMIT.

Want to see yourphotos in theNews&Messenger? It’s easy.
Go tosnap.insidenova.comor tag yourphotos toour
InsideNOVA.com profile on Facebook.

The residents of The Fairmont enjoy an afternoon of balloon volleyball with
The Joe 15 Team. {Posted by Joe15}
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Fall Arts & Crafts Show
comes to Occoquan

It’s time for the Fall Arts & Crafts
Show in historic Occoquan, and the
show is scheduled for Sept. 25 10

a.m.-6 p.m. and Sept. 26 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
You’ll find a variety of crafters, ven-

dors and local merchants throughout
the streets of town showing both funky
and fine art, furniture, wood work,
clothing, unique gifts, baskets, children’s
toys and items, and so much more.

Musicians will perform for the crowds,
and there will be plenty of food vendors
with their specialties available. Shuttle
bus service will be going on during the
Arts & Crafts Show.

Water Trail League shares info
Occoquan Mayor Earnie Porta has

been kayaking on the Occoquan, and in-
vites others who are interested in the lo-
cal kayaking scene to attend a free event
7:30-9 p.m. Sept. 28 at the McCoart Ad-
ministration Building. This is a public
stakeholders meeting sponsored by the
Occoquan Water Trail League. You can
hear about the league’s focus, and find
out about the water trail in our area.

This Occoquan Water Trail includes 40
miles near Occoquan and around the
Mason Neck and Pohick Bay parks. It is a
scenic setting for kayaking and enjoying
the water.

Lake Ridge festival
Vendors and volunteers are needed

for the Fall Festival on Oct. 30, spon-
sored by Lake Ridge Parks and Recre-
ation. Vendors can rent a parking space
area for $20 (LRPRA members) or $25
(non-members), and sell your products.
It will be a festive day of family fun, food
and games, and special contests for the
children. To rent a space, call the Recre-
ation Department at 703-491-2154,
ext. 112.

Newbies at Lake Ridge Middle
Lake Ridge Middle School welcomes

new staff members to the school, in-
cluding Jason Brooks, ESOL; Brooke
Corlett, math; Veronique Defusco,
French; Malary Dornbos, language arts;
Michelle Esmacher, language arts;
Adam Frederick, tech ed; Jan Laverlot,
math; and Rebecca Young, guidance
director.

Gayle Urban reports your neighbor-
hood news from the Lake Ridge and
Occoquan area every Tuesday in the
News & Messenger. If you have news
about birthdays, your family, your club
or your HOA activities, please send it to
Gayle at lakeridge.news@gmail.com.

gayle
URBAN

lake ridge
occoquan

Though most of the 32
Occoquan River Commu-
nities members and guests
on a recent evening’s tour
of the Vulcan quarry have
lived or worked in the area
for years, for many the jour-
ney by bus to the bottom of
the 300-foot-deep granite
quarry along the banks of
the Occoquan River was
the first glimpse of an op-
eration that occupies more
than 300 acres of their re-
gional “back yard” that has
been in operation for more
than 31 years.

“That’s what the ORC
Destinations series is all
about,” said Occoquan
River Communities Presi-
dent Barry Dean. “We want
to showcase the intriguing
and fascinating destina-
tions in the area – many of
which aren’t nearly as well
known or understood as
much as we’d like them to
be.”

The not-for-profit Occo-
quan River Communities
states its mission as creat-
ing “a preferred destination
along the Occoquan River.”
To facilitate that goal, the
membership group, which
includes residents, busi-
nesses, government and as-
sociations, has planned a
series of events – ORC Des-
tinations – intended to
highlight the qualities they

say make the Occoquan
River region one of the
area’s most desirable, and
possibly least appreciated,
destinations.

“I’m a builder and a busi-
nessman. My project is
right across the river from
the quarry and I had no
idea of the size and sophis-
tication of the quarry oper-
ation – not to mention its
fascinating geological his-
tory,” Carlos Cecchi, proj-
ect manager of the planned
Rivergate high-rise condo-
minium community in
Woodbridge and a member
of the group’s board of
directors.

The quarry tour was
hosted by quarry general
manager Jim Cooper and
regional sales director Jess
Brindisi.

About 32 ORC members
and their invited guests
boarded a bus outside the
quarry headquarters and
drove down to its bottom,
where they were able to dis-
embark and get a “from the
bottom up” look at the op-
eration while Cooper
shared information about
the geology, history and
quarry process.

Vulcan’s products are
used extensively through-
out the community for the
construction of all public,
private and commercial

construction projects such
as schools, homes, roads,
etc. Vulcan is also a leader
in its long-term support of
a variety of local commu-
nity, education and cultural
programs including the
Lorton Arts Foundation,
and other South County
operations.

After the tour, the group
was treated to refreshments
and social time at quarry
headquarters.

The quarry tour was the
second event in the ORC
Destinations series, which
kicked off in June with a
boat tour of the Occoquan
River and a presentation on
its ecology and history by
Rob Hartwell, chairman of
the Northern Virginia Re-
gional Park Authority
Foundation.

Future events will in-
clude visits to other mem-
ber venues including His-
toric Occoquan, the
Workhouse Arts Center,
and, according to Dean a
few surprises. “We want our
members to be able to see
and enjoy up close the best,
most interesting features of
the area they are working to
promote,” said Dean. “And
we want to have some fun
while we’re doing it”.

For more information
visit www.occoquanriver
communities.org and
www.vulcanmaterials.com

— Submitted by Occoquan
River Communities

Occoquan River Communities (ORC) members tour the Vulcan Quarry.
{Submitted photo}

River group tours
Vulcan Quarry
OCCOQUAN » Event is included in group’s
‘Destinations’ series of area attractions

TheMVC Couples
Boutique on Breeden Av-
enue in Manassas has
been in business for 21
years. An article in Satur-
day’s News &Messenger
incorrectly reported the
company’s history.

CORRECTION

Volunteers needed
for exercise

Volunteers are needed for
the National Capital Region
Disaster Volunteer Recep-
tion Center Exercise on Sat-
urday. They are still in need
of 100 volunteers in Prince
William County for this ex-
ercise. Participants must be
18 or as old as 16 with an
adult.

Please visit disaster
exercise.eventbrite.com to

register for one of six
locations.

Speedy Green Car
Wash hosts Porsche
Club of America

Speedy Green Car Wash
of Manassas Park will host
Porsche Club of America’s
Auto Detailing Happy
Hour, featuring compli-
mentary food, drinks, car
washes and serious auto
detailing training for

Porsche Club of America
members on Saturday,
from 6 to 9 p.m.

The public is invited to
stop by to view the cars.

Speedy Green Car Wash
is one of the nation’s few
car washes to recycle all
their car wash water and
the first in the D.C. region
to offer a motorcycle wash.

For more information,
call 703-257-0737 or view
speedygreencarwash.com.

— Submitted
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