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The three, Shannon Smer-
beck, Jose Escobar and John
Moran, have been charged
with murder and have trials
scheduled for October and No-
vembern

Page, who did not know the
shooters and did not know
there had been a fight at the
party earlier was flown to In-
ova Fairfax Hospital after be-
ing shot. He died there a few
days later on Feb. 7.

His mother, Debbie Page-
Maples, said that it is in that
hospital that the Joe 15 Team
began to take shape.

During the days that Page
was in the hospital, his friends
filled the waiting rocins, show-
ing their support and wanting
to belp, she said.

“When we would come out
of the ICU, the hallways were
just lined with people. There
wolld be like 25, 30 people that
were spending the night,”
Page-Maples said. “It amazed
By

While he was in the hospi-
tal, Page's friends made a
poster with the words “Pray
for Joe™ which they all signed
and which now sits over the
fireplace in Page-Maples’
house,

They also began donating

blood in his name at the hos-
pital, giving a total of more
than 40 units of blood.

“Tt was really just their en-
argy, their compassion just re-
ally got to me. I just kept think-
ing about it,” Page-Maples said.
“T thought wouldn't it be sonice
to direct this energy to channel
this energy that they have? And
that's when I thought about or-
ganizing something to help the
commumnity”

And the Joe 15 team was
born.

Fifteen was Page's favorite
number and he used it for
everything, his mother said.
He used to say that age 15 was
the best year of his life, she
gaund.

Though formed only a few
months ago, the group, made
up mostly of teens and young
adults, is already active in the
community, hosting blood
drives, playing games with res-
idents at the Fairmont and
holding food drives for the Se-
curing Emergency Resources
Through Velunteer Efforts
shelter

The group has adopted a
highway in front of the North-
ern Virginia Commmity Col-
lege Manassas campus, where
Page was a student, and has re-
cently set up a scholarship
fimd in Page's name.

They also coached a bas-
kethall team at the Bovs and
Girls Club this summer:

Many of the Joe 15 Team'’s
activities take place at the Fair-
maont.

“Tt"s like a home away from
home for us now™ Page-
Maples said.

The group hosts monthly
Wii nights and balloon volley-
ball games at the retirement
home in addition to volunteer-
ing at other special events such
as a father-daughter dance and
the carnival.

“I think it's very nice of
them to come here,” Fairmont
resident Mary Lowe said, be-
fore tryving her hand at a bean
bag toss game during Satur-
day’s carnival. “They re very
cheerful young men and
women and it's wonderful for
A

Fairmont co-manager
Chris Stegall said the Joe 15
Team's energy and efforts are
welcome at the retirement
home.

“It"s wonderful for our resi-
dents and they've done a lot
here,” Stegall said. “It's just a
heartwarming story™

Page-Maples said the Joe 15
Team wants to spread their
story and, by extension, Page's
story, in the community.

“I want the story to be told.
I want people to know that
things like this are happening
in our neighborhoods, hap-
pening to our friends and our
family and just bring some
awareness,” she said.

Demenech, Page's best
friend, sald he likes to tell Joe's
story through the Joe 15 team.

“It's cool that we're getting
Joe's name out there and that
we get to tell the story” said
Demenech, who has a tattoo
with Page's name on his arm.
“That's what I like about it: get-
ting to tell the story and chang-
ing lives.”

Demenech and Page-
Maples both said they hope
more area young people will
get involved in volunteering,
efther through the Joe 15 Team
or through other groups.

Page-Maples recently sub-
mitted a proposal to the coomty
schools to start Joe 15 clubs at
each of the county's ten high
schools and hopes the team’s
efforts will spread throughout
the area.

“I think it's going to con-
tinue to grow, as people find
out who we are are and what
we are doing,” she said.

In addition to providing
community service in the
area, the Joe-15 team also of-
fers a way for Page's family
and friends to make something
positive come out of tragedwy

“¥ou never really get over
it,” Page-Maples said. “But
this helps.”

For more information,
visit wwwithejoelbteam.org.

Staff writer Amanda Stewar! can
be reached at 705-878-8014.



