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By BENNIE SCARTON Jr.
bscarton@insidenova.com

Want to learn how to use Facebook to
stay in touch with family, friends, former
classmates and fellow veterans?

Those interested can attend a free sem-
inar on Nov. 20 at the Manassas Campus
of Northern Virginia Community College.

At that time, members of the Alpha lota
Zeta chapter of the Phi Theta Kappa honor
society will demonstrate how to create a
Facebook account, post information and
upload photographs.

Rebecca Hayes, co-advisor for the cam-
pus chapter, explained why the students
are offering this seminar.

“For one of our service projects, our
members decided to help people in the
community connect with loved ones
through Facebook,” she said. “We know
many people are interested in using

Facebook but might be intimated by the
Internet or aren’t sure where to start.
Retirees are especially encouraged to par-
ticipate. We’re looking forward to sharing
how easy it can be to use this communica-
tion method.”

Two hands-on workshops are scheduled
for 10 a.m. and noon. To register, contact
Hayes at 703-257-6695 or rhayes@nvcc.edu.

Phi Theta Kappa is the largest honor
society in higher education, with 1,250
chapters on college campuses in every
state as well as Canada, Germany, Palau,
the Republic of the Marshall Islands, the
Federated States of Micronesia, the British
Virgin Islands, the United Arab Emirates
and U.S. territorial possessions.

More than 2 million students have been
inducted since its founding in 1918.

Staff writer Bennie Scarton Jr. can be
reached at 703-369-6707.
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TODAY’S TOP ONLINE STORIES ONLINE READER REACTIONWant to see your photos in the News & Messenger?
It’s easy. Go to snap.insidenova.com

The Joe 15 Team Club of Manassas Christian School gets personal safety
information from Officer Ron Winder of the Manassas Park Police
Department and Heather Gustin of the Neighborhood Watch Program. {Posted
by Joe15}

» Comment at insidenova.com on
two Dale City attacks by three
teenage girls, one wearing a Minnie
Mouse mask:

“I am one of the victims attacked
that night. I hope that these girls
[are] caught simply because I be-
lieve that there is going to be more
attacks and more violent attacks. I
recalled trying to escape the horrible
blows to my head and face and be-
ing pulled out of my car and back
into a swarm of fists.”

— posted by Latch
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HOW TO
SUBMIT

yourcommunity
1. ‘Minnie Mouse’ and gang attack
two in Dale City: It’s not the kind of
behavior you’d expect from Minnie
Mouse.
2. Police bid somber goodbye to
Officer Paul Dittamo: Hundreds of
police officers from around D.C., Vir-
ginia and Maryland gathered in Lake
Ridge to honor the officer killed in
the line of duty in Washington.
3. Pair steals cash from Cricket
Wireless store: Know these guys?
Prince William police want to know.
4. Dale City man charged with sex
assault at church: He was charged
Wednesday with inappropriately
touching a 12-year-old girl at their
church.
5. Stalled waterfront develop-
ment gets nudge: Supervisors
consider amendment to proffers
from bank receiver of long-planned
development.

Check out the latest news and photos every
day on the Woodbridge/Dale City community
page at insidenova.com, and write your own
community news at Keyword: SUBMIT.

Sills CAR WASH
INCORPORATED

9811 Cockrell Road | Manassas | 703.393.9694

Full Service Car Wash
& Detailing Services

$3.00 OFF
“The Works” or “The Works Plus”

In addition to your regular $1.00 Off coupon.
Only at Sills Car Wash Incorporated.
One time use only. Expires 12/31/10.

Reader
R E W A R D S

Volunteers removing snow that was blocking the path to Beville Middle
School during the past winter. {Connie Moser/For the News & Messenger}

Do you sometimes
ask, “Why isn’t
someone doing

something about this
problem?” The answer is,
“You are someone!”

You don’t need a degree
to volunteer, nor do you
need to devote endless
hours to see a difference.
You don’t need to sacrifice
your family time, but rather,
you can involve your family.

(You might have to give
up some of your TV time,
but that’s all right … you
didn’t want to sit there
anyway, did you?)

PrinceWilliam County
Neighborhood Services of-
fers a unique opportunity
for residents concerned
about their neighborhoods.

The Neighborhood
Leaders Group was formed
to develop not only strate-
gies for dealing with prob-
lems, but to actually de-
velop leaders, capable of
solving the problems they
encounter. The original in-
tent of the group was to as-
sist residents who live in
neighborhoods without an
HOA. In October 2008, we
devised a three-year strate-
gic goals plan and a mis-
sion statement.

Since the NLG was
formed, we have evolved
and developed tools that
anyone can use to make
their neighborhoods a bet-
ter place to live. Some of us
have been there since the in-
ception of the group; some
folks come only to solve one
particular problem.

Our next meeting, on
Nov. 16, is my favorite type
of meeting.We’ll come to-
gether to discuss snow. Re-
member last year? Hope we
don’t face such conditions
again, but we are likely to at
least have some snow.

We’ll discuss who is re-
sponsible for snow re-
moval, how to get informa-
tion from VDOT, ideas to
help elderly and handi-
capped neighbors, tips for
coping with snow removal
and more. We’ll be sharing
best practices from lessons
learned the hard way, too.

Visit the Neighborhood
Leaders Group online at
www.pwcgov.org/
neighborhoodleaders. I

hope you’ll join us at 7 p.m.
Nov. 16 in Room 202 in the
Development Services
Building at the county
complex.

Reminder for
‘Rockapella’ tickets

The Dale City Civic Asso-
ciation has discount tickets
for the Dec. 3 performance
of “Rockapella” at the Hyl-
ton Performing Arts Center.
Tickets will be for sale at
our November business
meeting at 7 p.m. Thursday
at the Birchdale Recreation
Center. For more details,
call me at 703-590-6662 or
visit sites.google.com/site/
dccawebsite/

Are you still here?
Shouldn’t you be at Key-

tone Park Pride Day today?
We’re having a neighbor-
hood cleanup beginning at
10 a.m., followed by a cook-
out at noon. Bring a dish to
share with your neighbors.

We’ll have a roll off avail-
able for you to bring large
items that you can’t put
out for regular pick up.

More details are avail-
able at lindendalecommu-
nity.home.comcast.net/~li
ndendalecommunity/.

Get involved, and
solve problems

connie
MOSER

dale city

By CHERYL K. CHUMLEY
cchumley@insidenova.com

No big surprise here: A 2009 National
Safety Council study showed that more
traffic fatalities occur at night than in day.

“Traffic death rates are three times
higher at night than during the day,” ac-
cording to the report, as detailed by the
American Automobile Association, Mid-
Atlantic branch. “And nearly four in 10
drivers admitted to falling asleep at the
wheel at some point in their driving career.
Nighttime driving is more challenging and
risky than people think because motorists
deal with known and unknown hazards,
such as darkness, fatigue and limited
vision.”

So it’s timely, then, to recall that this
weekend is the time change. Daylight Sav-
ings ends, Standard Time starts, and the
clocks are turned back an hour.

“[This] marks the beginning of reduced

visibility on the roads and increased ex-
posure to traffic safety risks for area mo-
torists, school children, pedestrians and
bicyclists,” said John Townsend,
spokesman for AAA Mid-Atlantic, in a writ-
ten statement. “The time change is the
time of year when the number of crashes
involving pedestrians increases.”

The earlier dark hours begin Sunday;
most Americans set their clocks back an
hour before bedtime tonight. Drivers
should exercise special caution come
Monday, for the return to school.

“Falling back means drivers and pedes-
trians, especially school-aged children,
need to take extra precautions as they head
out in the morning and home in the
evening,” Townsend continued. “Be sure
to make your presence known to others
who are sharing the road to avoid acci-
dents and injuries.”

Pedestrians, for instance, should wear
light-colored clothing and even reflectors
as much as possible, he advised.

Staff writer Cheryl Chumley can be
reached at 703-530-3903.

Standard Time returns,
as does earlier darkness
TRANSPORTATION » Clocks
turning back; caution urged
for drivers and pedestrians

DOING THEIR GOOD DEED

Scout Troop 964, sponsored by VFW Post 1503, picked up litter along the
entire length of Lindendale Road in October as part of their Adopt-a-
Highway obligation. Ryan Lockwood, left, Wanda Lockwood, Evan Primozic,
Jay Taylor, Ahdri Brunk and Aden Brunk take a break during the day. {Connie
Moser/For the News & Messenger}

Get instructions on Facebook at NVCC


