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TODAY’S TOP ONLINE STORIES ONLINE READER REACTIONWant to see your photos in the News & Messenger?
It’s easy. Go to snap.insidenova.com

The Joe 15 Team Club of Brentsville District High School helped the
Transitional Housing Barn get ready for their recent Festival of Trees event.
{Posted by Joe15}

» Comment at insidenova.com on
the federal government banning
caffeinated, alcoholic beverages:

“I can’t find anything about chewing
gum, but I’m sure it says on the
package if you have one handy. I
know No-Doz is regulated. I’ve seen
the packaging. Products containing
added caffeine exploded in the late
’90s. There has always been a small
amount in colas (Coke used caffeine
to replace the coca a century ago). It
just seems odd that we talk all the
time about saying ‘just say no’ to
drugs and we send our kids to
‘DARE’ class, but we’ll buy them
food and drinks that have drugs
added to them.

“We can’t do anything about
people that mix legal products.
But do we have to make it so
convenient?”

— posted by rjma

1. Two seriously hurt on local
roads: The driver of a Toyota
Corolla suffered life-threatening
injuries Wednesday morning after
rear-ending a school bus on Va.
234 near Lake Jackson, police said.
2. Convicted Osbourn teacher
faces more sex charges in Md.:
Kevin Ricks, serving a one-year
sentence for molesting a student,
is now facing charges he also
sexually abused a German foreign
exchange student in Maryland.
3. School division moving forward
with pay-for-performance plan:
County schools received an $11.1
million federal grant to fund
Teacher Incentive Performance
Award program for five years.
4. Study: Prince William policy
drove away illegal immigrants: A
new study finds the county’s
immigration policy has cut the
number of illegal immigrants, but
crime hasn’t changed much.
5. Car slams into Woodbridge
home: The accident early Thursday
damaged the house and displaced
the occupants, police said.
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Get
20% OFF
All Drinks

Not valid with any other promotion.

Where Your Drinks Are Always Fresh

Hot Drinks • Frozen Drinks • Iced Drinks • Smoothies

17926 South Main St.
Dumfries, VA 22026

703-221-3599
www.dumfriescoffee.com

Specialty Coffee • Smoothies • Soft Serve • Subs • Salads

Reader
R E W A R D S

On Dec. 11, for the 19th consecu-
tive year, Morrill Worcester,
owner of Worcester Wreath Com-

pany in Harrington, Maine, will donate
thousands of Maine balsam fir holiday
wreaths to be placed on graves at Ar-
lington National Cemetery.

This year, in conjunction with wreaths
sponsored through the Wreaths Across
America program, there will be approxi-
mately 20,000 wreaths placed at Arling-
ton in Sections 28, 38 and 43 (in the older
portion of the cemetery), and Section 60,
where many of those lost in our current
conflicts are buried.

There will be a short welcome and
briefing of all volunteers at 8:30 a.m. that
day at the intersection of Lincoln and
Mitchell drives in the cemetery. There will
be signs directing volunteers to the loca-
tion. Placing of the wreaths will start at
9 a.m. followed by special wreath cere-
monies at the Kennedy Family Memorial
at 11, the Battleship USS Maine Monu-
ment at 11:30 and the Tomb of the Un-
knowns at noon. Volunteers are encour-
aged to attend. It is hoped that the
number of volunteers this year will exceed
the 5,000 or so who helped out last year.

Because of the large number of volun-
teers expected and the limited parking
spaces available, participants are ad-
vised to use Metrorail’s Blue line to get
to the cemetery. Limited parking will be
available in the cemetery’s Employee
and Administrative Parking lots (off
King Drive), and along specific roads lo-
cated to the east of Eisenhower Drive
(King Drive, Leahy Drive, McClellan
Drive and Halsey Drive). Signs will di-
rect you to these locations.

To learn more about the Arlington Pro-
ject and other wreath locations, go to
www.wreathsacrossamerica.org.

Volunteer to recycle old eyeglasses
The Woodbridge Lions Club collects

old, used or even new glasses whether it
is a pair of sunglasses, reading glasses or
prescription glasses that aren’t needed
anymore.

Donation boxes can be found at VFW
Post 7916 in Occoquan; Potomac Li-
brary; St. Paul’s Methodist Church in
Woodbridge; the Club House located in
Four Seasons at Historical Virginia; Dr.
Maureen O’Dea’s office and Dr. Babur
Lateef’s office, both in Woodbridge; and
at the Chinn Library.

You could also hand them over to a

member of the Lions Club and be as-
sured that you are helping someone. Do-
nated eyeglasses are taken to the Lions
Eyeglass Recycling Center of Northern
Virginia in Manassas where they are re-
cycled (80,000 to 90,000 in recent years)
and made suitable for distribution to
needy people here and abroad through
optical missions sponsored by Lions
clubs and other groups.

Volunteers put the donated eyeglasses
through a two-stage process. The eye-
glasses are washed, disinfected in bleach
and dried by hand. They are then classi-
fied with the help of a lens analyzer that
measures the prescription of the glasses,
which in turn is recorded on a small bag
holding the glasses. Within minutes of
arriving, even the newest volunteer can
make a contribution to the task at hand.

The local recycling center in Manassas,
where the Woodbridge Lions work, is
hosted by the Park West Lions Club. The
person to contact is Lion Ed Robinson at
703-368-5563 and everyone is welcome
to volunteer.

BARN to hold holiday yard sale
Transitional Housing BARN Inc. will

hold its annual HolidayYard Sale from 8
a.m. to noon Saturday at 9541 Linton Hall
Road in Bristow. The sale takes place in the
dairy barn on the property of Linton Hall
School and the St. Benedict Monastery
(turn when you see the big yellow truck,
then follow the signs to the yard sale).

Find great deals on new and gently
used holidays decorations and seasonal
items, including Christmas tree and
other indoor and outdoor lights, yard
decorations, dinnerware, glassware,
knick-knacks, etc. All proceeds benefit
the homeless mothers and children
BARN serves.

For more information, please visit
www.barninc.org or call Becky Goodman
at 703-369-1325.

Until next week.

Fay Wallace reports your neighborhood
news from the mid-county area every
Friday in the News & Messenger. If you
have news about birthdays, your family,
your club or your HOA activities, send it
to Fay at faymary@aol.com.

Honor fallen Arlington heroes

fay
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SMOOTH SAILING FOR A PIONEER

Alma Gravely, left, and artist Mary Reilly of Creative Brush Studio in Old
Town Manassas, display the portrait Reilly painted of Vice Admiral Samuel
L. Gravely that will hang on the U.S. naval ship, the USS Gravely. Gravely,
who lived in Haymarket and died in 2004, was the first black commander
of a combatant ship, and also the first to earn the rank of admiral and to
command a naval fleet. The portrait will be officially unveiled at a reception
today in Wilmington, N.C., followed by the commission ceremony of the
USS Gravely on Saturday. {Submitted photo}

It’s getting closer to that
giving time of year, and
Transitional Housing

BARN needs help to make
wishes come true for moth-
ers and children who call
BARN a temporary home.

Located on the property
of the St. Benedictine
Monastery in Bristow,
BARN is a secular, non-
profit providing housing,
supportive services, life
management skills and fi-
nancial education for
homeless women and
their dependent children.

In past years, supporters
have “adopted” families for
the holidays, but with in-
creased interest in the pro-
gram, BARN has come up
with a new system for giving.

On its website, BARN
has posted a wish list that
anyone in the community
may help fulfilling. Com-
munity members can pe-
ruse the list and sign up to
donate a gift before pur-
chasing it. This system will
help avoid redundancies.

Gifts range from less
than $10 to $175.

Donors are asked to
bring gifts to BARN from 9
a.m. to 9 p.m. Dec. 13 to 16.
Gifts should be unwrapped
but can be accompanied by
gift wrap, since mothers
like to participate in wrap-
ping their children’ gifts.

This year, 10 families

graduated from BARN’s
program. Of those 10 fami-
lies, only five had jobs
when they came in. Eight
had jobs when they left.

Only six families had in-
come when they came in,
but all 10 were receiving
some income when they
left. Only two families came
in receiving child support;
five left with child support.

The families’ average in-
come increased $925.80
per month.

For more on giving, visit
www.barninc.org/
christmas.

New elementaries get
principals, boundaries

Two new elementary
schools — T. ClayWood
and Linton Hall Road Ele-
mentary — will put veteran
principals to work come
September 2011, assuming
all goes as planned.

Andrew Buchheit, cur-
rently principal of Bristow
Run Elementary School,
will become principal of T.
ClayWood.

Kirsten Fisher, currently
principal at MountainView
Elementary School, will be-
come principal of the
school at Linton Hall Road.

Both schools are under
construction and are
slated to open next fall.

T. Clay Wood will be at
10600 Kettle Run Road,
Nokesville. The Linton Hall
Road elementary will be at
8613 Linton Hall Road,
Bristow. The school’s name
has not been finalized.

The Boundary Planning
Commission will hold an
open community meeting
from 7 to 9 p.m. Monday at
Glenkirk Elementary. An-
other meeting will be held
from 7 to 9 p.m. Dec. 6 at
Victory Elementary.

For more on the new
schools, visit www.pwcs.
edu/ and choose “Facilities
Services” from the “Depart-
ments” drop down menu at
the top of the home page.

Questions, comments or
suggestions on boundaries
should be directed to
Boundary Planning Com-
mittee, c/o Lionel White,
Supervisor of Planning, at
whitelx@pwcs.edu or 703-
791-7312.

Katherine Gotthardt
reports neighborhood
news from Bristow and
Nokesville every Friday in
the News & Messenger. If
you have news about
birthdays, your family,
club or HOA activities,
send it to Katherine at
kgotthardt@comcast.net.

By BENNIE SCARTON Jr.
bscarton@insidenova.com

Leasing momentum at Bristow Center
picked up this fall with two new restaurant
leases and the opening of Minnieland Pri-
vate Day School and AKA Sushi.

Thai Peppers and Wing It are leasing
1,620 and 4,500 square feet respectively, ac-
cording to Will Collins of the Rappaport
Companies, who represented the landlord
in both transactions.

Minnieland has programs for children
ages three weeks to 12 years old.

“It’s so great to finally be open for

business at our center after months of
watching the school being built, getting it
ready and training the staff,” said Brittany
Raines, assistant director.

AKA Sushi, located between PR at Part-
ners and Bristow Cleaners, specializes in
sushi and sashimi dishes. The menu in-
cludes a variety of lunch specials, desserts,
party tray options and a la carte sushi.

Bristow Center is a 200,000-square-foot
shopping center bordered by Nokesville,
Linton Hall and Vint Hill roads in Bristow.

Staff writer Bennie Scarton Jr. can be
reached at 703-369-6707.

Help BARN for the holidays
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Businesses, restaurants added at Bristow Center


