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TODAY’S TOP ONLINE STORIES ONLINE READER REACTIONWant to see your photos in the News & Messenger? 
It’s easy. Go to snap.insidenova.com

The Joe 15 Team Club of Stonewall Jackson High School is busy planting flowers
for their friends of Emeritus Assisted Living. This month has been dedicated
by Joe 15 to bringing spring beauty to senior citizens. {Posted by DebD509} 

» Comments at insidenova.com on
a story about Potomac eliminating
Osbourn Park in baseball:

This game last night was one of the
best high school games I have wit-
nessed in a very long time. The see-
saw battle that ensued late in the
game had fans from both teams on
the edge of their seats. There was a
lot of people who were very happy
that Matt Jack was able to get that
key hit in the top of the seventh after
his Bill Buckner-type miscue in the
sixth.

— Posted by Big_Daddy
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HOW TO
SUBMIT

your community
1. Car crashes into Dale City
house: Two Dale City women
charged in afternoon incident.
2. Dumfries Naval reservist inves-
tigated for child porn: More than
3,000 explicit images found on
computer, authorities say.
3. As HOT lanes are previewed,
Stewart still opposes them: As of-
ficials prepared to tour the new I-
495 HOT lanes control center in
Alexandria, Prince William Board
Chairman Corey A. Stewart said toll
lanes are not right for I-95/395.
4. Police chiefs voice concerns to
AG about Ariz. law: Chiefs from
around the country have told Attor-
ney General Eric Holder that the
new immigration law will divert law
enforcement resources away from
fighting crime.
5. Rink owners work to build new,
improved facility: PW Ice Center
could be open by October.

Check out the latest news and photos every
day on the Dumfries/Montclair/Triangle com-
munity page at insidenova.com, and write your
own community news at Keyword: SUBMIT.

Reader
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POTOMAC

LASER EN-
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AWARDS CO

17935 Main Street
Dumfries, VA 22026
(next to Dumfries Post Office)

703-221-3050
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10%
OFF

of any

Award
Purchase
Must present coupon at
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By JULIA LeDOUX
jledoux@insidenova.com

What started out as a way to
beautify the town of Quantico
with trees and flowers has grown
into what may be one the most
unique town gardener programs
in the United States.

And it all began thanks to a lack
of water.

The Quantico Town Council re-
ceived a grant called “Streetscape”
in 2008 to plant trees and flowers
along Potomac Avenue as a way to
add to the town’s natural beauty,
volunteer town gardener Virginia
Macfarlan said.

The grant, procured by former
mayor and now town historian
Mitchell Raftelis, will eventually
include a bike path through the
town, a complete renovation of
the town park and a floating fish-
ing pier where boats can tem-
porarily tie up.

What was not considered at the
time the grant was received was
how the 16 trees and 18 planters
filled with flowers — which cost

thousands of dollars — would get
adequate water to ensure their
survival.

Macfarlan and her cadre of vol-
unteers wanted to ensure that the
new trees and the flowers would
not meet a similar fate as those
that had been planted in the past.

“They had trees out there on Po-
tomac Avenue years ago and no-
body watered them,” volunteer
Earlene Clinton said. “They
seemed to have the idea that you
stick a tree in the ground and that’s
it. They [the trees planted years
ago] all died.”

The new trees are surrounded
by concrete so “the only water they
get is the water that comes straight
down when it rains,” Macfarlan
said.

The town was persuaded to buy
“tree bags,” which allow water to
drain slowly down to each tree’s
roots over a three-day period. The
new trees are watered by the
town’s maintenance engineer,
who uses a 100-gallon water bull
on the back of his pickup truck, as
the trees need 15 gallons of water

every one to two weeks.
Calling themselves “old ladies,”

Macfarlan and Clinton began
looking for a way to get water to
the planters. After several re-
quests, the town council agreed to
buy an $800 wheeled watering
system, which they fondly named
Flora after the goddess of flowers.

Until that system was pur-
chased, Macfarlan and Clinton
pushed around a rusty wheelbar-
row that was loaded with 12 one-
gallon milk containers filled with
water.

“The new machine is effortless
and it now only takes one to two
hours to water the flowers,” said
Macfarlan, who was elected to the
council during the municipal elec-
tions earlier this month.

They added that the system’s
onboard hoses and watering
wands makes getting water to the
planters a snap without a lot of
unnecessary bending.

This year, several of the town’s
businesses have also joined with
the volunteers and have offered to
help water the flowers.

Military editor Julia LeDoux can
be reached at 703-369-5718.

Quantico’s town council agreed to buy an $800 wheeled
watering system, which they fondly named ‘Flora,’ after the
goddess of flowers, to keep the flowers along Potomac
Avenue in bloom. {Julia LeDoux/News & Messenger}

Why people around Quantico
are now fawning over ‘Flora’
QUANTICO » Watering system helping town’s
trees and flowers remain green this summer 

Nine local high school seniors will
find it a little easier to pursue
their higher education this fall,

thanks to scholarship awards from the
Prince William Regional Chamber of
Commerce. 

Only those students planning to at-
tend a community college or vocational
program are eligible. Selection criteria
include a strong academic record, com-
mitment to the community and well-de-
fined career goals. Each recipient will re-
ceive $1,300. 

Among the winners were Potomac Se-
nior High School student Emily Cribb,
who dreams of being a pastry chef and
has been accepted into the culinary arts
program at Northern Virginia Commu-

nity College. 
Also a scholarship winner was Alina

Sothoron of Forest Park High, who used
her own experience with injury to inspire
her to pursue a career in physical therapy. 

Cathy Cowger reports your neighbor-
hood news from the Dumfries/
Triangle/Quantico area every Thursday
in the News & Messenger. If you have
news about birthdays, your family, your
club or your HOA activities, please send
it to Cathy at pn@CathyCowger.com.

Aiding academic dreams
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dumfries Join the Montclair Seniors Lunch
Bunch at Tim’s Rivershore Restaurant
at 12:30 p.m. today for a great meal

and friendship. Please call Jane Rueben at
703-583-8331 to let her know to expect
you or to arrange for a ride.

10 years for Forest Park band
The Forest Park High School Band Pro-

gram celebrates its 10th annual spring
concert at 7 p.m. Saturday. Director of
bands Don Magee, with the support of
past and present band boosters, will host
a concert and celebration to commemo-
rate this significant milestone. 

An original musical piece, commis-
sioned by the FPHS Band Boosters from
American composer Bruce Yurko, will be
performed for the first time at this event.
A reception at the school will follow the
concert for all attending. Admission is
free, but please RSVP at 
www.bruinband.net on the 10th anniver-
sary page.

Saturday, hit the beach (with a tag)
The MPOA beaches open Saturday, so

don’t forget to pick up your recreation
tags for 2010-2011. As of Saturday,
homeowners will need the new 2010-
2011 recreation tags to be admitted to
the beaches, Kids Dominion and events.

Residents will need to bring a current
ID with Montclair address and proof of

residency to obtain tags. The MPOA of-
fice is open Monday to Friday, 8:30 a.m.
to 5 p.m, and Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. to 8
p.m.

MLGA news
Don’t forget to sign up for the Member/

Guest Tournament coming in June.
Guests do not have to have an established
handicap to participate. The guest may
play as a “scratch” golfer.

The following were the winners of the
par 3’s and par 5’s tournament.

A Flight: Chong Kuterbach, 33 Net;
Anna Chaung, 35 Net and Carol Payne, 38
Net *** Match Of Cards

B Flight: Becky Crain, 33 Net and Ferlyn
Wade, 35 Net

C Flight: Dottie Whibley, 31 Net and
Linda Wood, 35 Net

D Flight: Brigitte Morton, 41 Net
Next week is Pick Your Game.

Tracy Hansen reports your neighborhood
news from Montclair every Thursday in
the News & Messenger. If you have news
about birthdays, your family, your club
or your HOA activities, please send it to
Tracy at montclairpn@hotmail.com.

Time to lunch, seniors
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» Friday, 1 p.m.: The
Dumfries Town Council
meets with the three
newly elected council
members to discuss the
town budget in the
council chambers of town
hall.

» Friday, 8:30 p.m.: Hike
in the Night at Prince
William Forest Park. Join
a ranger to explore park
cemeteries or listen for
nighttime critters. Wear
comfortable hiking shoes,
and bring bug spray and a

flashlight. Call 703-221-
7181 for specific program
topics.
» Saturday, 7 to 9 p.m.:
Forest Park High School
Band’s 10th anniversary
gala will be held in the
school auditorium.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

CONVENIENCE! RIGHT IN YOUR HANDS.


