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Staff and wire reports

Prince William County has
charged the “East Coast Rapist”
suspect on five counts, including
rape and abduction, in aHallow-
een 2009 attack on three teenage
girls.
Prince William Common-

wealth’s Attorney Paul Ebert said
the DNA of a man arrested in
Connecticut on Friday matches
at least 12 rape and assault cases
attributed to the East Coast Rap-
ist.
Ebert would not release

the man’s name, but said he
was jailed in New Haven on

$1million bond.
The man is believed to be

responsible for rapes and other
attacks on 17women since 1997.
The suspect was captured Fri-
day afternoon based on a lead
from authorities in Virginia,
said U.S. Marshal Joe Faughnan,
who couldn’t provide further
details.
The rapist’s last known attack

was Halloween night 2009 in
Dale City, when three teenage
girls were abducted at gunpoint
walking home from trick-or-
treating.
U.S. Marshals on Friday de-

tained the man in New Haven,

said that city’s police spokes-
man, Officer Joseph Avery.
The East Coast Rapist eluded

authorities despite committing
a string of outdoor attacks over
17 years, law enforcement offi-
cials said.
In a recent effort to generate

new leads in the case, authori-
ties posted sketches of the sus-
pect on electronic billboards in
states where attacks occurred
— Virginia, Connecticut, Mary-
land and Rhode Island — and in
neighboring states.
Police also set up a web-

site about the case at www.

eastcoastrapist.com. Detective
John Kelly of Fairfax County said
thewebsite generated44,000hits
in 12 hours after it was launched
late last month.
The attacker wore a mask or

hooded sweatshirt to conceal his
face in some attacks, investiga-
tors say.He typically approached
women outdoors on foot and
threatened them with a knife or
a handgun, they say.
On Halloween 2009, three

girls — two 17 and one 16
— were walking in the 4300
block of Dale Boulevard in Dale
City when a masked man with
a gun told them to go into the
woods behind the nearby
Pitkin’s Ace hardware store, said
police.
The attacker forced the girls to

lie on the ground. He then raped
the two 17-year-olds, according
to police.
The 16-year-old texted her

mother and called for help dur-
ing the incident, according to
police. She was not harmed.
The victims — both from Dale

City — were treated at a local
hospital.
The cases have been linked

by DNA. Investigators say they
have cleared more than 700
suspects.

SUBMITTEDART

Billboards posted from Richmond to Connecticut and a website were instrumental in catching an East Coast rapist suspect on Friday afternoon.

‘East Coast Rapist’ suspect is caught in Conn.
Past crimes

» See insidenova.com for a list
of crimes committed by the East
Coast Rapist.

ONLINE
First reported on
insidenova.com.

CRIME » Last known attack took place
in Dale City on Halloween night 2009

BY KEITHWALKER
kwalker@insidenova.com

After more than six months of try-
ing, Judicial Watch just shook loose
a report from the Department of
Homeland Security regarding Carlos
Martinelly-Montano.
Martinelly is an illegal immigrant

who was charged with felony mur-
der after he was allegedly involved
in an August car crash that killed a
Bristow nun and critically injured
two others.
Tom Fitton, a Judicial Watch

spokesman, said the self-described
conservative watchdog group had to
fight the department for the report.
“They didn’t want it publicized,”

Fitton said of the Immigration and
Customs Enforcement report, dated
Nov. 24, 2010.
The PrinceWilliam Board of Coun-

ty Supervisors filed a complaint
against Homeland Security in fed-
eral court in Alexandria on Tuesday
seeking similar information on the
chronology and background of Mar-
tinelly-Montano’s past arrests and
contact with law enforcement offi-
cials.
According to the department re-

port, Martinelly-Montano was ar-

rested in December 2007 by Prince
William police and convicted of
drunken driving. He was sentenced
to serve 30 days. A judge suspended
the sentence and Martinelly-Monta-
no was not jailed. Law enforcement
officials did not check his immigra-
tion status at that time.
Martinelly-Montano was also

charged inOctober 2008with anoth-
er DUI in PrinceWilliam County.
This time local authorities deter-

mined that Martinelly-Montano
was in the country illegally and ICE
lodged an immigration detainer
against him.
ICE later decided that Martinelly-

Montano was a candidate for the Al-
ternatives to Detention Program. He
was released and his whereabouts
was monitored with a GPS system,
the department report showed.
In March 2009 while he was await-

ing deportation, Martinelly-Mon-
tano was charged in Fairfax County
with misdemeanor failure to appear
related to driving without a license.
Local officials dismissed those
charges, the report showed.
In April 2010, Martinelly-Montano

was cited inManassas Parkwithmis-
demeanor reckless driving. There is
no record that Manassas Park po-
lice contacted ICE or booked and
finger printed Martinelly, the report
showed.
Martinelly-Montano was jailed

twice between 2007 and 2009 and
served less than two weeks on

the second DUI arrest, the report
showed.
An ICE analysis of the report

showed that Martinelly was released
in 2008 because of a lack of jail space
in the Washington, D.C. metro area.
ICE was also operating under a
policy established in 2004 that gave
agents broad discretion for detain-
ing illegal immigrants.
Martinelly-Montano’s youth,

family ties, letters from family and
Catholic charities and his having
completed an alcohol rehabilitation
program contributed to his release,
the report stated.
The analysis also showed thatMar-

tinelly would have been detained
under subsequent ICE guidelines
because he was a repeat offender
and he demonstrated himself to be
a danger to public safety.
Prince William Chairman Corey A.

Stewart, R-at large, said the report
released to JudicialWatch would not
satisfy the county’s request under
the Freedom of Information Act.
“It does not appear that the pro-

duction will be considered a full re-
sponse to our FOIA request or to the
law suit,” Stewart said.
In addition to the report, thePrince

William board requested documen-
tation surrounding the report, the
chairman said.
“Itdoesnotappear that it answered

all of the questions,” he said.
Senior reporter KeithWalker

can be reached at 703-369-6751.

Montano report released to group
PRINCE WILLIAM »
FOIA suit still on,
according to county

Responders to be
honored with awards
Area law enforcement

and fire and rescue per-
sonnel will be honored
at the 25th annualValor
Awards, sponsored by the
PrinceWilliam Chamber
of Commerce.
The event will take place

at 11 a.m. March 23 at
Foxchase Manor, 8310
Chatsworth Drive,
Manassas.
WRC-TV’s JimVance

will narrate the stories of
the heroes who will be
honored.

Tickets are $30 per per-
son and include lunch.

Get ready for some
kegs and eggs

Old Town Sports Pub
inManassas will host an
Irish Family Funfest on
March 12 as part of the St.
Patrick’s Day Parade.
Doors open at 7 a.m.

and will include Irish
food, drink specials, live
music, Irish dancers,
bagpipes and drums,
face painting andmoon
bounce.
Menu items will include

corned beef and cab-
bage, Guinness stew and
shepherd’s pie.
The pub will also offer

specials on St. Patrick’s
Day, March 17, with kegs
and eggs.

Joe 15 Team
raising money

The Joe 15 Team Clubs
are having a busy month
raising money for the
charities they help.
Speedy Green CarWash

inManassas Park will
donate a portion of the
car wash charge when

a customer uses code
1515 during the month of
March.
The Stonewall Middle

School club will have a
spirit night at the Sudley
Road Chick-fil-A from
3:30 to 4:30 p.m. and 6 to 8
p.m. March 14.
Stonewall Jackson High

School will have a spirit
night at the same restau-
rant from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m.
March 23.
In both cases, when

placing an order, tell the
employees you’re there for
the Joe 15 Team.

Bennie Scarton Jr.

FYI: ForYour Information

PLAN YOUR WEEK
WITH MONDAY’S EVENT EDITION.


