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SUPPER BENEFITS LIONS CLUB

BENNIE SCARTON JR./NEWS &MESSENGER

About 300 people turned out Saturday for the 48th annual benefit Groundhog Supper
sponsored by the Manassas Host Lions Club. The menu included pancakes and sau-
sage, and cooking up some of the pancakes are Richard Garcia and Dr. Robert Bass.

DemocraticWomen honor
Black History Month

In honor of BlackHistory
Month, theDemocraticWomen
of Lake Ridgewill haveOccoquan
Mayor Earnie Porta as guest
speaker at the Sundaymeeting.
Porta will discuss his recently

published book, “Occoquan,”
and the role of African-Ameri-
cans in the town’s history.
The program at 5 p.m. at the

Tall Oaks Community center,
corner of CottonMill Drive and
Hedges Run, is free and open to
the public.
For more information contact

Jane Touchet at 703 494-2566.

Red Cross to sponsor
heroes gala

The PrinceWilliam Chapter
of the American Red Cross will
sponsor its 12th annual gala,
“Heroes &Villains” onMarch
19 from 6:30 to 11 p.m. at the
Heritage Hunt Country Club in
Gainesville.
The event will include a

reception with cash bar, dinner,
dancing and entertainment by
the Fabulous Bel-Aires.
The chapter will also have its

traditional silent auction and
cruise raffle drawing.
Reservations are $100 per

person or $800 for a table spon-
sorship.
For more information call 703-

368-4511, ext 408.

Lions Club to host
music contest

The Lions Club District 24-A
annual Bland Music Scholar-
ships Program will be at 2 p.m.
Feb. 20 at St. Paul’s Methodist
Church, 1400 G St.,Wood-
bridge.
The contest will include a

flutist, three vocalists and six
pianist.
The state level contest will

be May 20 at 7:30 p.m. at the
Sheraton RichmondWest Hotel
in Richmond.
The programwas established

in 1948 to assist and promote
cultural and educational op-
portunities for themusically
talented youth ofVirginia.
The contest is named for

James A. Bland, the black folk
singer and writer who com-
posedmore than 700 songs in
his lifetime.

Art Guild to hold
watercolor workshop

The Manassas Art Guild will
present a watercolor workshop
with local artist Michele Frantz.
Frantz, who spends part of

her summers in Maine, will
be sharing her approach to
capturing the sights of the
Maine coast— glorious sunsets,
mysterious fogs, rocky shore
and more.
The idea for the workshop

came about this past summer,

which was,as Frantz puts its
“unusually beautiful even for
Maine.”
She took hundreds of photo-

graphs and shared many with
her friends and students, who
soon wanted to know how to
capture those same scenes in
paint. Inspired, she decided to
offer a workshop.
The workshop will be from 10

a.m. to 4 p.m. at Manassas Bap-
tist Church, 8742 Sudley Road,
and is open to teens and adults
of all skill levels.
Preregistration is required

by contacting the coordina-
tor, Laura Lavarnway, at 703
369-1081. The cost is $45 for
members and seniors and $60
for all others.

Get tips on finding
ancestors in censuses
Most genealogists routinely

trace their ancestors through
the federal census records, but a
few take the time to thoroughly
study and evaluate what they
find— or don’t find.
The Ruth E. Lloyd Information

Center’s Tish Como will provide
examples and offer suggestions
about how to gleen all of the in-
formation this essential genea-
logical resources has to offer.
The programwill be presented

twice at Bull Run Regional Li-
brary at 7 p.m. Feb. 22 and
11 a.m. Feb. 24.
To reserve a seat for the free

program call 703-792-4540 or
e-mail relic2@pwcgov.org.
The library is at 8051 Ashton

Ave., Manassas.

Stonewall Jackson
subject of lecture

The Department of Public
Works will host a lecture at the
OldManassas Courthouse on
the life on Thomas “Stonewall”
Jackson onThursday. (This pro-
gramwas postponed from the
recent inclement weather.)
The lecture will be given by

historian Scott H. Harris, the
director of the NewMarket
Battlefield State Historical Park.
This is the first of the 2011

History Lecture Series at the
courthouse. Admission to the
lectures is free but donations to
support PrinceWilliam County
historic preservation efforts are
appreciated.
For more contact DavidM.

Born, historic program coor-
dinator, at 703-792-5618 or
dborn@pwcgov.org.

Youth for Tomorrow to
hold sweetheart ball

The high-energy group Fight-
ing Gravity will perform atYouth
for Tomorrow’s ninth annual
Sweetheart Ball — “AMagical
Evening” on Saturday at the Ritz
Carlton Tysons Corner.
The group with local and

Virginia Tech ties promises a
spellbinding show complete
with mindblowing tricks per-
formed to unique and ener-
getic music.
Fighting Gravity utilizes back-

lights to perform gravity defying
illusions. The group first broke
onto the national scene during

season five of NBC’s hit show
“America’s Got Talent,” where
they placed third out of nearly
100,000 acts.
The black tie optional event

will begin with a Red Carpet
reception at 6 p.m. followed by a
candlelight dinner at 7 p.m.
Music for dancing will be pro-

vided by “Spectrum,” a dance
band noted for keeping guests
on the dance floor.
Larry Michael, the “Voice of

theWashington Redskins,” will
serve as master of ceremonies.
For more information call 703-
396-8415.

Mortgage modification
workshop scheduled

Withmore than 16,000 fore-
closures in the PrinceWilliam
area and evenmore families
still struggling to get modifica-
tions on the loans they have,
St. Thomas UnitedMethodist
Church is hosting a mortgage
modification workshop.
The programwill be Feb. 20

at 3:30 p.m to link families with
the nonprofit resources that are
available.
Nonprofit attorneys and nu-

merous free housing counseling
agencies will be in attendance
and will provide a presentation
about the modification and
foreclosure process. Homeown-
ers will be able to speak to
counselors one-on-one about
their particular situations.
There will also be brief, small
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The Prince William Chamber of Commerce an-
nounced the 2011 Agnes L. Colgan Award nominees
last Friday.
These nonprofit organizations have been nominat-

ed for their outstanding dedication to our commu-
nity and contributions toward making Prince William
an even better place in which to live, work, play and
do business. A winner from each category will be an-
nounced at PrinceWilliamChamber of Commerce the
Not-for-Profit Awards & Expo luncheon on Feb. 22 at
noon at the Hylton Boys & Girls Club.
Nominees in the category of education are: “Arts on

the Go,” a program of the Center for the Arts of Greater
Manassas & PrinceWilliam County, Asaph Dance En-
semble, GFWC Dominion Woman’s Club, The House
Inc., Life-Long Learning Institute-Manassas, NOVA
Manassas Symphony Orchestra, Hylton Perform-
ing Arts Center, Joe 15 Team, The Robotics Program
of Prince William County Public Schools Education
Foundation, Woodbridge Dance Company and Youth
for Tomorrow.
Nominees in the category of Health & Human Ser-

vices category are: AmericanCancer Society, American
Diabetes Association, Be a Santa to a Senior program
of Home Instead Senior Care, CASA of Greater Prince
William, Didlake, Inc., Greater Prince William Com-
munity Health Center, ManassasMidwifery andWom-
en’s Health Center, Medical Missionaries, Northern
Virginia Family Services, The Prince William County
Bar Foundation, Inc., Skillsource Group, Transitional
Housing BARN, Inc., Two Tiny Hands, Yes You Can!
Young LadyYoungMan.
To register for the luncheon, call 703-368-6600 or

e-mail cgilbertsilva@pwchamber.org.

County chamber
announces award
nominations
for nonprofits

Men snatch wallet
inWestgate area

Police are looking for two Hispan-
ic man who robbed a 36-year-old
Manassas-area man about 1:34 p.m.
Saturday in the area of Crestwood
Drive and Sudley Road, PrinceWil-
liam police spokesman Jonathan
Perok said.
The victim told police that he was

walking in the area when the two
men took his wallet from his back
pocket and ran away.
Both of the men were between 30

and 35 years old.
One was roughly 5 feet 9 inches

tall with black hair and brown eyes
and wore a light blue sweatshirt,
jeans and a blue hat.
The other was 5 feet 3 inches tall

and wore a brown jacket, blue jeans
and a hat.

Shots fired from SUV
Witnesses reported that several

shots were fired from the sunroof of
a Ford SUV, possibly an Explorer or
an Expedition, in the area of Leath-
erwood Lane and Dashiell Place in
Dale City about 1:16 a.m. Saturday.
A witness told police that he saw

the SUV driving without its head-
lights on and honked his horn to
alert the driver, said Prince william
police spokesman Jonathan Perok.
After he honked his horn the

driver of the Ford sped up and an
occupant of the vehicle fired several
shots from the sunroof, Perok said.
No injuries were reported.
Witnesses could not describe the

occupants of the Ford.

Man accused of rape
Police arrested aMontclair man

and charged himwith rape after a
48-year-oldWoodbridge woman
accused him of the crime about
8:26 a.m. Friday, said PrinceWilliam
police spokesman Jonathan Perok
The woman told police that she

was at the man’s house at 15736
London Place and that he raped her.
The woman, who was acquainted

with the man, called the police
immediately and receivedmedical
attention, Perok said.
Police later found and arrested

Harry McKinley Blair, who was held
without bond. Blair is scheduled to
appear in court onMarch 28.

Woman hit by car in Triangle
A 43-year-old Triangle woman

was hit by a car as she crossed U.S.
1 near Squire Lane about 6:08 p.m.
Friday, said PrinceWilliam police
spokesman Jonathan Perok.
A police investigation determined

that a 37-year-oldWoodbridge wom-
an was driving a 2007 Saturn Ion
north onU.S. 1 when the pedestrian
darted in front of her, Perok said.
The car hit the Triangle woman,

who was flown to an area hospital
with non life-threatening injuries.
No charges were filed, Perok said.

Police arrest two for fighting
and gang affiliation

Twomen were arrested Thursday

after a fight in theMarumsco area
of U.S. 1 inWoodbridge on Jan. 30,

PrinceWilliam police
spokesman Jonathan
Perok said.
Police said the fight

between two gang
members began at
the Roadway Inn at
13964 Jefferson Davis
Highway when three
men and a woman
assaulted a man and
chased him through
the hotel parking
lot, across Jefferson
Davis Highway to
Marumsco Plaza then
back across U.S. 1 to
the Mount Pleasant

7-Eleven.
The victim of the assault retali-

ated later and police were called
to that fight about 4:39 a.m., Perok
said.
Police arrested Angel Agustin

Castellon, 18, of 14731 Barksdale
Ave. in Dale City who they said was
the victim of the first altercation
and the aggresssor in the second
fight. He was charged with assault
and battery and gang participa-
tion, Perok said.
Police also arrested Carlos Alexi

Aregujeta, 18, of 15235 Crescent St.
in Dale City and charged him with
assault and gang participation,
Perok said.
Both were held without bond.

Court dates were not available,
Perok said.

KeithWalker

Manassas police re-
ported the following
incidents:
»Aburglarywas report-

ed at Do All Construction
between 10 p.m. Thurs-
day and 11 a.m. Friday
at 9061 Jerry’s Circle, said
police spokesman Tim
Neumann.
The burglar entered the

business by prying open
a rear door.
Various hand and

power tools and a laptop
computer valued at $800
were stolen.
» An attempted bur-

glary was reported at
12:50 a.m. Sunday in the
9200 block ofThornwood
Lane. The victim, a 17-
year-old male, reported
that he was downstairs
watching TV when he
heard two loud bangs
from outside his house.
A few minutes later

there was banging on
the front door. The vic-
tim became scared and
called police.
When officers arrived

they checked the resi-

dence and found that
several trashcans had
been knocked over and
it appeared that the
suspect(s) had attempt-
ed to pry a screen off a
basement window.
» An attempted bur-

glary was reported Sun-
day at 2 a.m. on the 8600
block of Richmond Ave-
nue. According to police
spokesman Tim Neu-
mann, the victim, a 49-
year old male, reported
that he was awakened
by the sound of his dog
barking and what sound-
ed like glass breaking.
When he went to inves-

tigate he found a base-
ment window broken
out, said Neumann.
The Manassas City

Crime Solvers will pay a
cash reward up to $1000
for information that
leads to an arrest in these
cases.
The confidential 24-

hour tip line is 703-330-
0330.
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