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TODAY’S TOP ONLINE STORIES ONLINE READER REACTIONWant to see your photos in the News & Messenger?
It’s easy. Go to snap.insidenova.com

Shown are some members of “The Joe 15 Team” collecting school supplies for
SERVE at the Liberia Road Walmart. {Posted by DebD509}

» Commennts at insidenova.com
about a story on a local nun’s death
crreating a furor over illegal
immigration:

“Convicted criminals (esp. repeat
offenders) should be deported.
Along with the deportation proceed-
ing, they should tack on additional
prison time if the offender slips over
the border again.”

— Posted by Lolaone

“I’ve had two friends killed by
drunken drivers and on both in-
stances they were white citizens
driving drunk, so I hope they don’t
use this article to put more dirt on
immigrants as I don’t think drunken
driving is based on race.”

— Posted by prudenciow
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HOW TO
SUBMIT

yourcommunity
1. Pollice seize 77 animalss ffrom
townhouse: A Dale City woman has
been charged with 77 counts of ani-
mal cruelty after police said they
found her townhouse filled with
cats and dogs.
2. Tatting is making a revival:
Tatting is an age-old art form that
flourished well into the 21st century.
3.. Nun’s death fuels immigration
furor: A nun died in a car accident in-
volving a man in the country illegally
and accused of drunken driving.
4. Prince William County fugitive of
the week: Police are looking for a
man they say exposed himself on
the 2200 block of Old Bridge Road
in Lake Ridge earlier this year.
5. Sesquicentennial to be profitable
for Princee William, sayss historian::
For its investment of $500K in pro-
moting the 150th anniversary of
the first major battle of the Civil
War, PWC could reap $2.5 million in
local revenue and tax receipts.

Check out the latest news and photos every
day on the Lake Ridge/Occoquan community
page at insidenova.com, and write your own
community news at Keyword: SUBMIT.

By K. JACK
KOOYOOMJIAN AND
THOMAS F. BURRELL

For the News & Messenger

The Lake Ridge Occo-
quan Coles Civic Associa-
tion, commonly referred to
as LOCCA, recently turned
40 with a celebration at the
James McCoart Building.

In the mid to late 1960s,
the community of Lake
Ridge began to develop.
Lake Ridge was envisioned
to be a planned community
where people could live,
work, shop and play.

In the early stages, there
was no formal outlet for cit-
izens to gather to discuss
their concerns and desires
for the developing commu-
nity. This changed when ar-
eas of the community that
had been planned for
schools were developed as
residential areas.

Citizens gathered and
formed the beginnings of
the current organization to
create a strong voice for
their vision of the direction
the community would take.
The group began to meet
with the developer of Lake
Ridge and Prince William
County officials to create a
sense of community.

It took at least a year or
two to prepare the by-laws,
form the various commit-
tees and recruit the officers.

From this informal group,
the Lake Ridge Communi-
ties Civic Association Inc.,
LRCCA, was incorporated
on July 6, 1970.

The by-laws called for a
non-political, nonpartisan
issue-driven organization,
dedicated to bringing the
citizens in the community
together with developers, to

create a showcase commu-
nity.

Originally the boundaries
set for the organization en-
compassed the area covered
by the old Occoquan, Dum-
fries, Woodbridge and Tri-
angle Sanitary District, an
area covering a large portion
of the eastern half of the
county.

In the 1978 time-frame
the bylaws were rewritten to
address another galvanizing
issue for the community:
the planned widening of
Davis Ford Road, now Old
Bridge and Minnieville
roads.

The citizens wished to
avoid commercial clutter on
major transportation corri-
dors in the community, and
refocused the LRCCA into
LOCA, the Lake Ridge Oc-
coquan Civic Association.
They also formed the PELT
or Planning, Environment,
Land-Use and Transporta-
tion Committee to focus on
achieving sensible land-use
decisions and quality devel-
opment within the area.

As Lake Ridge developed
westerly along the Old
Bridge Road corridor into
the Coles Magisterial Dis-
trict, it became clear that
there was a missing piece to
the name, LOCA. The Coles
Magisterial District was for-
mally incorporated into the
name in 1997, when the by-
laws were again rewritten to
refocus the group.

The addition of the sec-
ond “C” in the name was
largely symbolic since the
group already covered the
area over the years, but
served to formally empha-
size the reach of the organ-
ization in the present name
of the Lake Ridge Occoquan
Coles Civic Association
(LOCCA).

K. Jack Kooyoomjian is
president of the Lake
Ridge Occoquan Coles
Civic Association. Thomas
F. Burrell is chairman of
the association’s Planning,
Environment, Lank-Use
and Transportation
Committee.

Summer Quest events for children in-
clude special programs and incen-
tives, and encourage reading during

the summer. For older students, in
grades six through 12, there is the “Wild
Reads” summer reading program.

There will be several prizes at the end
of the summer, including laptops, gift
cards and more. Students can still sign
up for the summer programs at any of
the county’s public libraries.

At 10:30 a.m. today there will be an in-
teractive science program for children,
from kindergarten age and older, at
Chinn Park Regional Library. Free tickets
are given out at the library in advance. In-
formation about the library program is
available at 703-792-4800.

It’s back to school
Lake Ridge Middle School will have

Back-to-School Orientation on Aug. 25,
for sixth-graders and parents, and Aug. 26
for seventh- and eighth-graders and par-
ents. Come in to the school anytime be-
tween 9 and 11:30 a.m. or 1 and 3 p.m.
This is a time for LRMS students to pick
up advisory assignments, get a tour of the
building, open a lunch account, purchase
gym suits and learn about the upcoming
school year.

On exhibit
“Exploring Form & Function” is a new

exhibit of artwork now open at Artists’
Undertaking Gallery in Occoquan. The
public is invited to an artists’ reception in
the gallery from 3 to 7 p.m. Saturday.

You’ll see the works of artist Roger Frey
and the woodturning of Bob Horowitz, as
well as works from many local artists.

Be a tutor
Are you looking for a way to help oth-

ers? Keep in mind that there are volunteer
opportunities available through the Liter-
acyVolunteers of America-PrinceWilliam.
You can become certified as an adult liter-
acy tutor.Workshops will be held, and you
can contact 703-670-5702 or lvapw.org to
learn more about the tutor program.

Annual yard sale
The annual outdoor yard sale hosted by

Lake Ridge Parks and Recreation is Sept.
25, and spaces can be rented at $25 per
space. This is for a “parking sized space”
in the outdoor lot, at 12350 Oakwood
Drive in Lake Ridge.You can sell your
items there, and the event goes on from 8
a.m. to noon. Call 703-491-2154, ext. 112,
if you’d like to rent a space, or more, for
the yard sale.

Gayle Urban reports your neighborhood
news from the Lake Ridge and Occoquan
area every Tuesday in the News &
Messenger. If you have news about birth-
days, your family, your club or your HOA
activities, please send it to Gayle at
lakeridge.news@gmail.com.

Prizes for ‘Wild Reads’
gayle
URBAN

lake ridge
occoquan

LOCCA celebrates
40 years of service

The Lake Ridge Occoquan Coles Civic Association
has been instrumental in a number of standard-
setting development such as the the clock tower
and other physical-plant amenities at The Center
at Rollingwood in Woodbridge. {Jeff Mankie/News &
Messenger}

The Lake Ridge Occoquan Coles Civic As-
sociation has been instrumental in the
standard-setting development of the fol-
lowing major residential and commercial
and public works projects within the Occo-
quan and Coles magisterial districts, as well
as for the establishment of county-wide or-
dinances and codes to improve the quality-
of-life for its citizens.

Below are some of these activities:
» Tacketts Mill
» Potomac Mills mall
» Westridge, including 17 miles of trails

throughout the community
» Lynnwood, tree preservation overlay on

every lot
» Giant Shopping Center, physical plant

upgrades, buffering, screening from resi-
dential uses

» The Center at Rolling Wood shopping
center, including Home Depot with insti-
tuted upgrades and other physical plant
amenities such as brick exterior clock tower
and meeting area

» The Glen mixed-use center
» Conversion of the former Woodbridge

Airport to the Festival at Old Bridge shop-
ping center

» Lake Ridge Office Park, Lake Point Of-
fice Park Lake Ridge Executive Park and

others
» Smoketown Station Commercial Cen-

ter Along the Prince William Parkway
» Upgrades to Exxon Stations at Tackett’s

Mill and Smoketown and Old Bridge roads;
WaWa on Minneville Road and many oth-
ers

» Old Bridge Estates
» Proffers for the Old Bridge Commercial

Center at Smoketown and Old Bridge roads.
Proffers were established in 1988 and this
center will be coming on-line over the next
two to three years;

» Westminster/River Ridge elderly com-
munity

» Reviewed and suggested upgrades for
numerous hotels

» Supported community-based day care
in numerous locations in the Occoquan and
Coles Magisterial Districts

» Coordinated on numerous church proj-
ects within the Occoquan and Coles Mag-
isterial Districts

» Supported numerous historical preser-
vations within the Occoquan and Coles
Magisterial Districts

»Worked with the developer on River Falls
» Worked with the developer on Reid’s

Prospect and May’s Quarters.
— Submitted

LOCCA PROJECTS

COMMUNITY EVENTS
» Tuesday, 10:30 a.m.:
Become an athlete and
discover why you can’t
play football with a
hockey puck and why
baseballs fly over the
wall for a home run at
the Chinn Park Regional
Library. In a hands-on,
interactive science pro-
gram filled with audi-
ence participation, put

sports equipment to
the test to discover how
science and sports
team up. For children
entering kindergarten
and up.
» Saturday, 8 p.m.:
Splash Cinema at the
Ridgewood Pool featur-
ing “Cloudy with a
Chance of Meatballs.”
Float in the pool and

watch the movie. The
cost is $10 per house-
hold of six or less, and
$2 per person beyond
six.
» Satuurday, 8 a.m. to
noon: Occoquan and
the Occoquan Mer-
chants Association
present the Occoquan
Farmers Market at the
end of Mill Street.
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